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Hey, new Wildcats! 

Get set for a one-of-a-kind experience!

You can start right here, right now with this Get Set, Go! guide, 

brought to you by the Office of Orientation and Parent Programs. 

They’ve asked me, Northwestern’s fearsome yet cuddly mascot, 

to help meet this guide’s three objectives: (1) to tell you that 

Northwestern is planning to make your Wildcat Welcome —  

that’s new student orientation week, September 16–22 —  

so amazing, you’ll wonder how they did it; (2) to let you in on 

the essential how-to’s, to-do’s, and insider tips for planning for 

orientation; and (3) to encourage you to visit www.northwestern 

.edu/orientation as often as you can, because that’s where 

Wildcat Welcome updates will appear throughout the summer.

Few weeks in your life will be as intense as Wildcat Welcome,  

so promise yourself you’ll make the most of it. The people behind  

this guide are committed to communicating all you need to know 

when you need to know it. If you take that to heart and spend  

the summer accordingly, you’ll have no worries. 

I’ll be keeping an eye out for you during Wildcat Welcome,  

knowing you’ll have that distinctive “WildCATtitude” that says  

“I’m refreshed, ready, and roarin’ to go!”

Can’t wait until then,
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p Set up your Northwestern e-mail 

account and check it every week.  

If you haven’t activated your 

@u.northwestern.edu account yet, visit 

https://umail.northwestern.edu/activate 

to get started with the e-mail, IM, calendar, 

docs, spreadsheets, and 

presentations collaboration 

suite. If you’ve already  

set up your account,  

visit and bookmark 

http://u.northwestern.edu 

to log in with your NetID 

and NetID password.  

With @u.northwestern 

.edu, you’ll be able to 

collaborate with other 

students and manage 

e-mail, schedules, 

documents, and more. 

Keep in mind that the 

e-mail Northwestern sends to your account 

is considered official communication, and 

you’re expected to stay on top of it. Whenever 

you have a question about e-mail, visit  

www.it.northwestern.edu/stucollab/index 

.html or contact the NUIT Support Center at 

consultant@northwestern.edu.

p Read up on campus computing in  

the Get Connected brochure. The 

Northwestern University Information 

Technology experts recommend that you 

read the purchasing guidelines, software 

specs, and networking information in the  

Get Connected brochure you received in  

May — also downloadable at www.it 

.northwestern.edu/bin/news/

neW Wildcat to-do list

Wise words from Willie
about Facebook and MySpace: 

Sure, they’re great ways to 

connect, but when you use them, 

remember that many people 

— including your professors, 

University administrators, 

prospective 

employers, 

and parents 

— can view 

your online 

profiles!

su
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GetConnected_current.pdf — before buying 

computer hardware or software for school. 

 p Plan to bring your cell phone. 

Because University-provided landline 

service in student rooms is available by 

request only, it’s a 

good idea to bring your 

cell phone to campus. 

The Undergraduate  

Housing Office will 

distribute information 

about how to order 

landline service for 

your University-managed residence hall 

room. For more information, see Telephone 

Service for Students at www.it 

.northwestern.edu/rts/index.html.

p If you’ll be living on campus, did you 

make the June 6 deadline to apply for 

housing? If you missed it or have worries, 

contact the Undergraduate Housing Office 

at freshman-housing@northwestern.edu. If 

you already applied, just sit tight until early 
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August, when an e-mail from Undergraduate 

Housing will tell you your student residence 

room assignment. You can check www 

.northwestern.edu/housing/freshman for 

information between now and then.

p Send Northwestern your Advanced 

Placement test scores. If you didn’t 

designate Northwestern as a recipient of 

your scores at testing time, contact the 

College Board (www.collegeboard.com) and/

or International Baccalaureate Organization 

(www.ibo.org) to request that your scores 

be sent to the University. If Northwestern 

has already received your scores, any 

academic credit you earn will be shown  

on your academic record in late summer. 

You can view your credit totals at  

www.northwestern.edu/caesar. To see what 

credit you should receive, review the AP 

credit table at www.wcas.northwestern 

.edu/advising/freshmen/credit/apib/ 

2008-2009.html.

p Did you make the July 1 deadline 

for submitting the Admission Health 

Record (AHR)? New students must go  

to the Health Services web site at www 

.nuhs.northwestern.edu to review the health 

requirements (such as providing proof of 

immunizations) and to download and print 

the AHR. The deadline for submitting the 

requested information was July 1. Failure 

to comply with health record requirements 

within 20 days after the start of classes 

will result in a late fee and preclusion from 

future registration. 

p Take note that the online insurance 

Coverage Selection Form (CSF) is due 

October 1. You must submit an online CSF 

to enroll in or waive the insurance coverage 

offered through Northwestern. If you don’t, 

you’ll be automatically enrolled in and 

charged for coverage under the University’s 

plan. Please log in to your CAESAR account 

using your NetID and password to submit 

your online CSF by October 1.

p Complete the Essential NU program 

For the Record (freshmen only). 

Starting July 28 you can go to  

www.northwestern.edu/orientation/

wildcatwelcome/essentialnu to 

complete For the Record, an overview 

of Northwestern’s academic integrity 

policy and judicial system and the first 

in a mandatory series of Essential 

NU programs. (See page 14 for more 

information on Essential NU.) 

p Take any required online academic 

placement exams. Placement exams in 

selected subject areas — typically math, 

the sciences, and foreign languages —  

are offered during the summer to help in 

planning an academic program that’s suited 

to your abilities and knowledge. To find  

out which placement exams you must  

take (if any), go to www.northwestern 

.edu/orientation/wildcatwelcome/before/

academicplacement.

p Watch for an e-mail with your 

housing and roommate assignments. 

Around the first week of August, start 

scanning your inbox for word from the 

Undergraduate Housing Office. For  

details go to www.northwestern.edu/

housing/freshman. 

p Check out the “Wildcat Welcome 

Personal Information” link. Around 

August 18 and thereafter, when you go  

to www.northwestern.edu/orientation/

wildcatwelcome and click on the “Personal 

Information” link, you’ll have access to a 

variety of need-to-know information, such 

as your peer adviser’s name and e-mail 

address. Return often for other Wildcat 

Welcome updates

p Test-drive CAESAR, the web-based 

course registration system. Even though 

September 19 — the date when most new 

students register — is still a long way off, 

now is a good time to become familiar with 

the main tool of the web-based registration 

process. See page 11 for details.

stay connected! It’s never too  

soon to set your home page to 

NULink, the official Northwestern 

student web site. It’s where you can 

find out what’s happening on campus, 

get any emergency 

announcements, 

and quickly link to 

important resources 

such as Webmail and 

Blackboard. As a new 

Wildcat, you’ll also 

see Wildcat Welcome 

links and reminders — 

including a personalized 

NULink calendar 

preloaded and programmed just for 

you. Sign in today at http://nulink 

.northwestern.edu. 

Welcome international students! 

International Student Orientation (ISO) is 

specially designed for new international 

undergraduate students — both freshman and 

transfer students — and takes place September 

13 to 16. During ISO you will learn about the 

Northwestern community and international 

student life as well as U.S. academic culture. 

Expect e-mails about ISO during the summer 

and check the International Office web site for 

updates (www.northwestern.edu/international).
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p Sign up for your move-in day time 

and permit. When you receive your student 

housing contract from the Undergraduate 

Housing Office in early August, you’ll be 

asked to sign up for a September 16 

move-in time and permit. It’ll be up to 

you and all arriving Wildcats to make the 

system of preassigned move-in times 

succeed at keeping lines and wait times 

short, easing traffic congestion, and making 

moving in a breeze. Your cooperation and 

flexibility will be required. More information 

about move-in day will be sent to you over 

the summer.

p Start a packing list for the move 

to your student residence. At left is a 

sampling of what to include and exclude.

p Consider shipping some of your 

things ahead of time. If you decide to 

ship, follow these steps: 

•  Choose a shipper that provides tracking 

information and proof of delivery, such  

as UPS, FedEx, or DHL.

•  Schedule delivery for September 11  

or later. Packages arriving before then  

will be returned to sender. 

•  Address each package as follows:

  Your name

  Your student residence’s name,  

street address, and your room  

number (You’ll receive this information 

from the Undergraduate Housing 

Office in early August.)

  The last line should be  

Evanston, IL 60201 U.S.A. (Adding 

Northwestern University to the 

address will slow down delivery.) 

Northwestern’s Package Center service 

will attempt to deliver small packages 

to student rooms before September 18; 

oversize and late-arriving items will be 

held in storage. If some items aren’t in 

your room when you arrive, go to your 

student residence’s designated mailroom 

with your photo ID to claim your shipment. 

Specific pickup hours will be posted in 

student residences and mailrooms. If you 

have questions about 

shipping, contact 

University Residential 

Life at res-life@

northwestern.edu or 

847-491-3541.

Please note that Northwestern University 

provides the Package Center service as a 

courtesy only. Use the service at your own 

risk. The University assumes no responsibility 

or liability for any loss or damages resulting 

directly or indirectly from use of the Package 

Center service.

Willie suggests 

that you and your 

parents discuss 

spending limits, 

cost-cutting tips, and 

other strategies for 

avoiding debt and establishing good 

credit while you’re living away from 

home. Listen to good advice from your 

parents as well others with proven 

money smarts.

pa
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If you’ll be living on campus… 

Don’t forget these items:

•  extra-long twin-bed sheets, mattress pad, 

pillow, pillowcases, comforter, etc.

•  bath towels, shower flip-flops

• shower caddy and essential toiletries

•  cell phone (landline service in student 

rooms is available by request only)

• alarm clock

•  nonhalogen desk or floor lamp

•  power-strip, extra-long cords and cables for 

computer connections 

•  clothes hangers, over-the-door hooks, 

shoe/sweater bags, etc.

•  removable adhesive for hanging posters

• outerwear for all types of weather

•  driver’s license or state ID

• Social Security card or U.S. passport 

•  laundry hamper, detergent, fabric softener 

• portable fan

•  all-purpose surface cleaners, paper towels, 

handheld vacuum, trash bags, etc.

•  account and customer service numbers 

for your credit cards, bank, cell phone 

company, insurance company, etc.

Leave these items at home because 

they’re not allowed in residence halls:

•  microwave ovens (including microwave/

fridge combo units)

• coffeemakers

• halogen lamps

• ironing boards

•  any appliances for cooking or heating  

food or beverages

•  refrigerators larger than three cubic feet

•  wireless routers and other technology 

devices that extend the NU network

•  candles, incense, holiday lights

•  blankets or fishnets hung up for storage  

or decorative purposes

• any device used to “loft” a bed

• pets, including fish

• waterbeds

• air-conditioning units

•  explosives, incendiary materials, firearms, 

or weapons of any kind, for any purpose

Additional housekeeping and safety  

rules and regulations may be found at  

www.northwestern.edu/housing.
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On move-in day — Tuesday, September 16 

— bring your color-coded move-in permit to 

display on your vehicle’s dashboard during 

your designated move-in time. Everyone’s 

cooperation will be key to keeping long lines 

to a minimum and making the day as  

hassle-free as possible. If you have a 

special circumstance that will affect your 

move-in time, please e-mail the Office of 

Orientation and Parent Programs at  

newstudent@northwestern.edu.  

Directions, maps, hotel 

information, and other 

travel and move-in guide-

lines are posted on  

www.northwestern 

.edu/orientation.

What else happens on move-in day?

The move-in day schedule is at right, with 

activities for parents and families appearing 

in red type. A booklet to be distributed to 

all students on September 16 will list all 

events, times, locations, etc., for each day 

of Wildcat Welcome. 

move-in day

catch ya later!  

The best time 

for parents and 

family members to 

say goodbye and 

head for home is the afternoon of 

September 17. Wildcat families can 

take comfort in knowing they can see 

you again when they come for Family 

Weekend, November 7–9.

septem
ber 16

p
Noon–1 p.m.  Campus walking tour

12:30– 
1:30 p.m.

 Reception for parents and 
families of students living 
in residential colleges

1–4 p.m.  Orientation for all 
commuter students 

4–5 p.m.  Supplemental orientation 
for freshman commuter 
students

4:30– 
6:30 p.m.

Orientation kickoff for 
transfer students

5–5:45 p.m.  Academic information 
sessions (by school) 

5:30–6 p.m.  Meet your peer adviser

6–7 p.m.  Northwestern President 
Henry Bienen welcomes 
parents and families

6–7:30 p.m. Dinner with your peer 
adviser (or with your 
family)

7–8:30 p.m.  President’s reception

7:30–8 p.m.  Meetings with residential 
college masters for 
students living in 
residential colleges

7:30– 
8:30 p.m.

 Meeting with your 
community assistant

7:30–9 p.m.  Commuter student social

8:45– 
10 p.m.

 Residential college and 
residence hall welcome 
meetings

The above events take place September 16. 

Events for parents and families are shown 

in red. All orientation/interest sessions 

for parents and families will take place 

September 17.
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Registering for classes 
For transfer students, academic  

planning for the fall begins when you  

initiate contact with your school over the 

summer. Be sure to follow the advising  

and registration procedures posted online 

at www.northwestern.edu/orientation/

wildcatwelcome/transfer/advising.html  

or in the information booklet that came in 

your admission packet.

Freshmen register on September 19  

using CAESAR, the web-based course 

registration system. You’ll find your 

appointed registration time by logging  

in with your NetID and password at  

www.northwestern.edu/caesar. 

You’ll learn how to navigate and interact 

with CAESAR like a pro by the time you 

register, but to sample the process ahead 

of time, try following these steps: 

•  Take a look at the online version of  

the undergraduate course catalog (the 

2008–09 version will be available in  

mid-September) and class schedule  

at www.registrar.northwestern.edu/

nucatalog.

•  Take a step-by-step tour of the  

functions available on CAESAR at  

www.northwestern.edu/caesar/help/

walkthrough. 

Academic advising
As an incoming freshman or transfer 

student, you’ll be assigned an academic 

adviser who’s well versed in your school’s 

advising system and requirements for 

graduation. Each school handles advising 

differently, but nearly all new students and 

their advisers meet once during Wildcat 

Welcome — one-on-one or in group settings 

or a combination of both — to discuss and 

set an academic game plan for the fall 

quarter and beyond. 

To get set for advising, follow the 

guidelines your school provides below. 

Judd A. and Marjorie Weinberg College 

of Arts and Sciences: For most Weinberg 

freshmen, the instructor of your fall-quarter 

freshman seminar will also serve as your 

freshman-year academic adviser. By the 

time you read this, you’ll probably have 

already chosen your freshman seminar; 

if you haven’t, contact Lane Fenrich, 

Weinberg College’s assistant dean for 

freshmen, at fenrich@northwestern.edu 

or 847-491-7560. If you’re a student in 

the BA/BMus double-degree program, 

advisinG and ReGistRation
cl

as
se

s

BtW, if you have any questions or problems  

using CAESAR, please contact the Office of the  

Registrar at 847-491-5234.
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you’ll take two freshman seminars, but not 

until the winter and spring quarters; more 

information will be provided when you’re 

assigned a program adviser later in the 

summer. Students entering the Integrated 

Science Program (ISP), Honors Program in 

Medical Education (HPME), or Mathematical 

Methods in the Social Sciences (MMSS) 

program also will be assigned and hear 

from an adviser 

in their programs 

during the summer. 

All WCAS students 

are encouraged to 

communicate with 

their advisers via  

the Course Management System (www 

.courses.northwestern.edu) before Wildcat 

Welcome. Full information about Weinberg 

College’s course requirements and 

preregistration advising is at www.wcas 

.northwestern.edu. Questions about 

registration may be sent to wcas-adviser@

northwestern.edu.

School of Communication: During Wildcat 

Welcome you’ll learn about your major from 

faculty members and meet your adviser to 

plan your schedule during group advising 

sessions. Advisers also offer one-on-one 

advising tailored to your interests and 

scheduling concerns. Wildcat Welcome will 

include sessions with your peer adviser, 

too. When registration begins, you’ll be 

able to use a computer 

lab staffed by School 

of Communication 

advisers and students 

who will assist you with 

the online registration 

process. If you have 

questions, contact Sally 

Ewing, assistant dean 

for advising and student 

affairs, at dear-soc@

northwestern.edu or 

847-491-7214.

School of Education and Social Policy: 

You’ll meet with the academic adviser 

designated for your concentration or  

major before you register during Wildcat 

Welcome. A temporary adviser will be 

assigned to you if you’re undecided about 

your concentration. Over the summer  

any questions may be directed to Susan 

Olson, assistant dean for student affairs, 

at susan-olson@northwestern.edu or 

847-491-4663.

Robert R. McCormick School of 

Engineering and Applied Science: 

McCormick’s Office of Undergraduate 

Engineering sends out advising information 

in mailings and e-mail messages over 

the summer. This information will also be 

posted at www.mccormick.northwestern 

.edu/undergraduate/welcome.php. You’ll 

want to check the web site frequently 

for news and updates. Group and one-

on-one advising, course selection, and 

registration for fall will take place during 

Wildcat Welcome. If you have any questions 

in the meantime, contact Mary Stanton, 

freshman/sophomore program coordinator, 

at m-stanton@northwestern.edu or 847-

491-5261. 

Medill School of Journalism: During the 

summer Medill will e-mail you details about 

Wildcat Welcome and advising. Before you 

register for fall courses, you’ll be assigned 

to a faculty adviser who’ll meet with you in 

group and individual advising sessions 

during Wildcat Welcome.  

Space has already been reserved for you  

in three courses — Introduction to 21st-

Century Media, Reporting and Writing, and 

Multimedia Storytelling — that all freshmen 

take either in fall, winter, or spring quarter. 

If questions come up before Wildcat 

Welcome, contact Keri Disch, director of 

student life, at kdisch@northwestern.edu  

or 847-491-4484.

Henry and Leigh Bienen School of 

Music: All individual advising, music 

placement exams, ensemble auditions, and 

course registration for incoming Bienen 

School students take place during Wildcat 

Welcome. Ensemble audition music and 

other music-specific advising materials will 

be mailed to you by early August. If you 

have questions over the summer, contact 

Linda Garton, assistant dean, at lgarton@

northwestern.edu or 847-491-3818.

ask your peer adviser! Over the 

summer and anytime this fall, you can 

turn to your peer adviser to ask about 

things like which courses are most (or 

least) in demand, how to start off on 

the right foot with roommates, and how 

to juggle all the 

demands on 

your attention 

without letting 

anything really 

important slip.
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It’s no secret: Making the transition to 

Northwestern can be challenging — even 

for the most confident Wildcats. You’ll 

have more independence than ever before 

and be asked to make a lot of choices. In 

addition, you’ll meet a host of new people 

— professors, peer advisers, roommates, 

classmates, teammates, Evanstonians 

and Chicagoans, and others. You may feel 

stress and self-doubt if your best efforts — 

whether in class or on the dating scene — 

don’t produce the expected success.

Northwestern staff want to help you 

make your college experience the best it can 

be. One way we help is through Essential NU 

programs that offer insights and information 

about matters of relevance to all new 

Wildcats. 

Essential NU for freshmen 
For the Record (completed online over 

the summer) introduces Northwestern’s 

community values and what happens when 

students compromise those values. 

Alcohol Responsibility is designed to help  

you make choices about drinking in an 

informed and educated way.

Campus Safety: 411 on 911 will help 

you understand the precautions necessary 

to protect yourself and your property from 

crime, both on and off campus.

Sex Signals deals with the best ways to 

make choices about sex that are based on 

your values, not peer pressure. 

DiversiFYInu will start a valuable dialogue 

about difference: others’ opinions, values, 

characteristics, lifestyles, and personality 

traits that differ from your own.

Essential NU for transfer students 
Transfer 101 will introduce you to 

many facets of campus life and help you 

understand your responsibilities as a 

transfer student.

These programs are mandatory.  

They’re short — you’ll complete all of them 

by the end of Wildcat Welcome — and 

even entertaining. Your peer adviser will 

accompany you to the sessions and hold 

discussions following a few of them. A 

schedule of the Essential NU programs will 

be posted on the Orientation and Parent 

Programs web site and printed in the 

Wildcat Welcome Schedule of Events you’ll 

receive on the first day of Wildcat Welcome. 

 

essential nU
sm

art start
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School contacts

Weinberg College of Arts and Sciences
Lane Fenrich, assistant dean for freshmen
fenrich@northwestern.edu
847-491-7560
www.wcas.northwestern.edu/freshmen

School of Communication
Sally Ewing, assistant dean for advising  
and student affairs
dear-soc@northwestern.edu
847-491-7214
www.communication.northwestern.edu 

School of Education and Social Policy
Susan Olson, assistant dean for  
student affairs
susan-olson@northwestern.edu
847-491-4663
www.sesp.northwestern.edu

McCormick School of Engineering  
and Applied Science
Mary Stanton, freshman/sophomore 
program coordinator
m-stanton@northwestern.edu
847-491-5261
www.mccormick.northwestern.edu

Medill School of Journalism
Keri Disch, director of student life
kdisch@northwestern.edu
841-491-4484
www.medill.northwestern.edu

Bienen School of Music
Linda Garton, assistant dean for  
student affairs
lgarton@northwestern.edu
847-491-3818
www.music.northwestern.edu

For your safety 

University Police
1819 Hinman Avenue 
In an emergency, dial 911
Nonemergency: Dial 456 from any campus 
phone or call 847-491-3456
TDD: 847-467-7883
universitypolice@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/up

Evanston Police 
1454 Elmwood Avenue 
In an emergency, dial 911
Nonemergency: 847-866-5000 
TTY: 847-866-5095   
police@cityofevanston.org
www.cityofevanston.org/departments/police 

Evanston Fire and Life Safety Services
909 Lake Street  
In an emergency, dial 911
Nonemergency: 847-866-5918
fireservices@cityofevanston.org
www.cityofevanston.org/departments/fire  

Evanston Hospital
2650 Ridge Avenue
847-570-2000
www.enh.org/locations/evanston

Northwestern University is an equal opportunity, 
affirmative action educator and employer. 

©2008 Northwestern University. All rights reserved. 
Produced by University Relations. 
6-08/3M/RM-HC/11183

Photography by Stephen Anzaldi, Andrew Campbell,  
Chris Danzig, FJ Gaylor Photography, Franklin Habit,  
Mary Hanlon, Jerry Lai, and Daniel Reck.  

In addition to the peer and academic 

advisers, community assistants, and others 

in Wildcat Welcome supporting roles whom 

you’ll meet this September, there’s a vast 

team of people — faculty, administrators, 

counselors, health care professionals, and 

assistants and mentors of various kinds 

— across the University who will be at your 

service and accessible whenever you need 

them throughout your first year and beyond. 

Over the summer devote some time to 

“siteseeing” — checking out the web sites 

for the resources listed here. 

Services and resources

Division of Student Affairs
Dean of Students
Scott Hall, Room 36
601 University Place
847-491-8430
question@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/studentaffairs

Division of Student Affairs
Orientation and Parent Programs
Scott Hall, Room 36
601 University Place
847-491-8430
newstudent@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/orientation

Health Service
633 Emerson Street
847-491-2204
hlthserv@northwestern.edu
www.nuhs.northwestern.edu

Information Technology
847-491-HELP (4357)
consultant@northwestern.edu
www.it.northwestern.edu

Services for Students  
with Disabilities
Scott Hall, Room 21
601 University Place
847-467-5530
ssd@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/disability

Student Financial Services
555 Clark Street
847-491-5224
studentaccounts-ev@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/sfs

Undergraduate Financial Aid
1801 Hinman Avenue
847-491-7400
ug-finaid@northwestern.edu
www.ug-finaid.northwestern.edu

Undergraduate Housing
Scott Hall, Room 1
601 University Place
847-491-7564 
housing@northwestern.edu 
www.northwestern.edu/housing

University Career Services
620 Lincoln Street
847-491-3700
jobs@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/careers

University Residential Life 
Scott Hall, Room 10
601 University Place
847-491-3541
res-life@northwestern.edu
www.northwestern.edu/reslife

the PURPle PaGes: names,  nUmBeRs, sites

contacts
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